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Instructor:  Dr. Alex Mendoza 

Office: WH 260 

Email:  amendoza@unt.edu 

 

COURSE DESCRIPTION:  

 

History 2620, the second half of the American history sequence, covers the period of American history since 

1865. The course is designed to acquaint students with the basic concepts, events, and interpretations of the 

American historical experience since the end of the Civil War.  

 

 

COURSE OBJECTIVES: 

 

▪ Students will be able to describe the impact of industrialization and technology on the American people.  

▪ Students will be able describe the changing role of government in domestic and world affairs  

▪ Students will be able to describe the impact of civil rights on the national stage.  

 

TEXTS:  

 

▪ Nancy Hewitt and Steven Lawson, Exploring American Histories, volume 2, (2019) 

TEACHING ASSISTANTS: 

• Jordan Mitchell   jordanmitchell2@my.unt.edu 

• Ethan Soefje    ethansoefje@my.unt.edu  

GRADING: 

The grade breakdown is as follows: 

• Discussions (3)                                                50 pts. each (150 points) 

• Map Quizzes (3)                                             50 pts. each (150 points)  

• Journals (3)                                                         50 pts. (150 points) 

• Primary Source Quizzes (3)                         50 pts. (150 points) 

• Exam I                                                                         100 pts. 

• Exam II                                                                       100 pts. 

• Final Exam                                                               100 pts. 

Generally speaking, a grade of 90.00% (810 points out of 900) corresponds to a borderline A- and 89.99% to a 

B+; 80% is the line between a B- (720 points) and a C+ and so on.  It is the professor’s policy not to grant 

incompletes.  In sum, A = 810 pts.; B = 720 pts.; C = 640 pts.; D = 540 pts.; and F = 539 pts. or below 

Assessments: 

EXAMS (100 points. each): 
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A total of three exams—two midterms and a final—will be administered during the semester. Exams will be 

comprised of multiple choice. Specific review guides will be forthcoming. 

DISCUSSIONS (50 points each):  

Students must read through 3 separate discussion assignments this semester. Each Discussion subject is 

different in scope but consists of the same outcome: students must answer the questions posed in a cogent reply 

of more than 150 words (minimum).  The specifics for each assignment is found in their respective Modules. 

Due dates are: September 10; October 16; and November 13, respectively. 

PRIMARY SOURCE QUIZZES (50 points. each): 

Throughout the semester students will be asked to submit answers to 3 reading quizzes (using the Launchpad 

app within Canvas). The dates for these assignments are found in each Course Module. The format for each 

quiz is multiple choice. 

MAP QUIZZES (50 points each): 

There are three map assignments to correspond to our modules. Each map assignment varies in scope but they 

each cover pertinent material from our textbook. Due dates for each quiz are: September 10, October 2, and 

November 6. 

JOURNALS (50 points each): 

There are three journal assignments.  Students must write 5 entries per assignment covering at least one entry 

per chapter discussing what they have learned from the assigned reading.  The specific format and submission 

information is found in each course module.   

TECHNICAL REQUIREMENTS AND SKILLS: 

Minimum Technology Requirements 

Provide a list of the minimum technology requirements for students, such as: 

• Computer 

• Reliable internet access  

• Speakers 

• Microphone 

• Plug-ins 

• Microsoft Office Suite 

• Canvas Technical Requirements (https://clear.unt.edu/supported-technologies/canvas/requirements) 

Computer Skills & Digital Literacy 

Provide a list of course-specific technical skills learners must have to succeed in the course, such as: 

• Using Canvas 

• Using email with attachments 

• Downloading and installing software 

• Using spreadsheet programs 

• Using presentation and graphics programs 

Rules of Communication: 

Rules of engagement refer to the way students are expected to interact with each other and with their instructors 

and teaching assistants online. Here are some general guidelines: 
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• Treat your instructor and classmates with respect in email or any other communication.  

• Always use your professors’ proper title: Dr. or Prof., or if in doubt use Mr. or Ms.  

• Unless specifically invited, don’t refer to your instructor by first name.  

• Use clear and concise language.  

• Remember that all college level communication should have correct spelling and grammar (this includes 

discussion boards).  

• Avoid slang terms such as “wassup?” and texting abbreviations such as “u” instead of “you.”  

• Use standard fonts such as Ariel, Calibri or Times new Roman and use a size 10 or 12 point font  

• Avoid using the caps lock feature AS IT CAN BE INTERPRETTED AS YELLING.  

• Be cautious when using humor or sarcasm as tone is sometimes lost in an email or discussion post and 

your message might be taken seriously or sound offensive.  

• Be careful with personal information (both yours and other’s).  

• Do not send confidential information via e-mail 

See these Engagement Guidelines (https://clear.unt.edu/online-communication-tips) for more information. 

 

Success in an Online Course 

While the online classroom shares many similarities with the face-to-face classroom, success in online 

education requires certain skills and expectations that students may not be aware of. Consider providing tips for 

success based on your own online teaching and learning experiences. You can also include a link to or adapt 

tips from this webpage for students, “How to Succeed as an Online Student” (https://clear.unt.edu/teaching-

resources/online-teaching/succeed-online). 

Getting Help 

Technical Assistance 

Part of working in the online environment involves dealing with the inconveniences and frustration that can 

arise when technology breaks down or does not perform as expected. Here at UNT we have a Student Help 

Desk that you can contact for help with Canvas or other technology issues.  

UIT Help Desk: UIT Student Help Desk site (http://www.unt.edu/helpdesk/index.htm) 

Email: helpdesk@unt.edu      

Phone: 940-565-2324 

In Person: Sage Hall, Room 130 

Walk-In Availability: 8am-9pm 

Telephone Availability: 

• Sunday: noon-midnight 

• Monday-Thursday: 8am-midnight 

• Friday: 8am-8pm 

• Saturday: 9am-5pm 

Laptop Checkout: 8am-7pm 

 

For additional support, visit Canvas Technical Help (https://community.canvaslms.com/docs/DOC-10554-

4212710328) 

Student Support Services 

UNT provides mental health resources to students to help ensure there are numerous outlets to turn to that 

wholeheartedly care for and are there for students in need, regardless of the nature of an issue or its severity. 

Listed below are several resources on campus that can support your academic success and mental well-being: 

• Student Health and Wellness Center (https://studentaffairs.unt.edu/student-health-and-wellness-center) 
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• Counseling and Testing Services (https://studentaffairs.unt.edu/counseling-and-testing-services) 

• UNT Care Team (https://studentaffairs.unt.edu/care) 

• UNT Psychiatric Services (https://studentaffairs.unt.edu/student-health-and-wellness-

center/services/psychiatry) 

• Individual Counseling (https://studentaffairs.unt.edu/counseling-and-testing-

services/services/individual-counseling) 

Other student support services offered by UNT include 

• Registrar (https://registrar.unt.edu/registration) 

• Financial Aid (https://financialaid.unt.edu/) 

• Student Legal Services (https://studentaffairs.unt.edu/student-legal-services) 

• Career Center (https://studentaffairs.unt.edu/career-center) 

• Multicultural Center (https://edo.unt.edu/multicultural-center) 

• Counseling and Testing Services (https://studentaffairs.unt.edu/counseling-and-testing-services) 

• Pride Alliance (https://edo.unt.edu/pridealliance) 

• UNT Food Pantry (https://deanofstudents.unt.edu/resources/food-pantry) 

Academic Support Services 

• Academic Resource Center (https://clear.unt.edu/canvas/student-resources) 

• Academic Success Center (https://success.unt.edu/asc) 

• UNT Libraries (https://library.unt.edu/) 

• Writing Lab (http://writingcenter.unt.edu/) 

• MathLab (https://math.unt.edu/mathlab) 

Additional Info: 

DISABILITIES ACCOMODATION: 

The University of North Texas makes reasonable academic accommodation for students with 

disabilities.  Students seeking accommodation must first register with the Office of Disability Accommodation 

(ODA) to verify their eligibility.  If a disability is verified, the ODA will provide you with an accommodation 

letter to be delivered to faculty to begin a private discussion regarding your specific needs in a course.  You 

may request accommodations at any time, however, ODA notices of accommodation should be provided as 

early as possible in the semester to avoid any delay in implementation.  Note that students must obtain a new 

letter of accommodation for every semester and must meet with each faculty member prior to implementation in 

each class.  For additional information see the Office of Disability Accommodation website at 

www.unt.edu/oda.  You may also contact them by phone at 940.565.4323. 

USE OF CANVAS: 

The instructor will use the University of North Texas’ Canvas platform to distribute information throughout the 

semester.  Lecture outlines, exam reviews, and announcements will all be found on the course Canvas 

page.  Students must learn the process of accessing course information and materials on specific dates.  The 

burden of responsibility lies with the students. 

WHAT I EXPECT FROM YOU: 

1. Keep up with the readings.  If you fall behind, you will be lost in class and have difficulty catching up in 

time for exams. 

2. Take all exams/quizzes on the scheduled dates.  
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WHAT TO EXPECT FROM ME: 

1. I will remain accessible this semester. 

2. I will see that your papers and exams are graded as promptly and accurately as possible. 

POLICY STATEMENT: 

This syllabus is subject to change at the professor’s discretion.  All changes will be provided via an 

announcement to the class. 

 


